
ZINES
MATERIALS

-  paper (any kind)
-  pencil, markers, crayons, and 
 other drawing tools
-  a spoon (or a bone folder)
- an awl, a hole-punch
- a ruler
-  scissors
- cutting mat (or a pile of paper)
-  binding thread (linen, hemp,  
 or embroidery floss)
- sewing needles
-  beeswax
-  glue
- photos, pictures, magazines, 
 and other collage materials

Here is a list of materials 
that are sometimes useful 
to have when making a 
zine. But! You can make a 
zine with as few as two of 
these things...

1 FOLDING

The simplest form of 
zine is one that is folded. No 

glue, no sewing. Easy.

A zine can be folded like this 
instruction booklet, or like an accordian, 
or like a paper airplane, or in any 
other way you can imagine. 

2
SEWING
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a) Basic Pamphlet Stitchb) Japanese 4-Hole Binding
- measure your thread  
  (2.5 times the length    
  of the spine)
- wax your thread
- make an odd 
  number of holes in 
  the spine
- start and finish 
  sewing in the 
  middle
     - tie a knot
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- measure your thread 
(2.5 times the length of 
the spine)
- wax your thread
  - make 4 holes in the 
     text block
      - begin sewing 
          through the last 
           hole, from the 
             bottom. 
         

             * use this stitch 
        method if you have 
                   loose-leaf sheets, but 
              use a pamphlet stitch if 
          you have folded sheets.  

3
STICKING & HINGING

Glue can be used if you have a lot of pages to 
secure together. Rub glue along the spine of the 
folded pages, find a cover sheet where you can 
inset the pages, clamp it all together and let it 
dry completely. Glue is also useful to have on           

a) Glue
Other binding materials:
   
b) staples 
c) paper or bulldog clips 
e) tape 
f) pins 
g) envelopes
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hand for other things, like 
collaging photos and laying 
out images on the page.


